
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 
Group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries 
Gothenburg, Sweden, 11-12 May 2016  

FISH 4-2016, 4-3 

 
 

 

 Page 1 of 3  
 

Document title Future HELCOM actions of relevance for Fish 

Code 4-3 

Category INF 

Agenda Item 4 – Interactions between fisheries and marine ecosystems 

Submission date 21.4.2016 

Submitted by Secretariat 

 

Background  

FISH 3-2015 reviewed the proposals for the two actions on data collection and alternative gears and agreed 
that Poland, supported by the Secretariat, would incorporate comments into the actions for presentation to 
HOD 49-2015 in December 2015. HELCOM HOD 49-2015, with some clarifications made after the meeting, 
agreed on the two future HELCOM actions “Adjustment or utilization of EU data collection framework to 
retrieve data for assessments and the development of management measures related to by-catch of species” 
and “Testing alternative fishing gears/fishing techniques to minimize incidental catch through joint 
project/projects”. HELCOM 37-2016 welcomed an initiative and proposal by Poland to take forward the two 
actions already prior to the next meeting of the Fish group. 

This document contains the two future HELCOM actions “Adjustment or utilization of EU data collection 

framework to retrieve data for assessments and the development of management measures related to by-

catch of species” and “Testing alternative fishing gears/fishing techniques to minimize incidental catch 

through joint project/projects” agreed by HOD 49-2015. 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and plan the work for the respective actions. 

 

  



FISH 4-2016, 4-3 
 

 

Page 2 of 3 
 

ACTION: Adjustment or utilization of EU data collection framework to 

retrieve data for assessments and the development of management 

measures related to by-catch of species 

Background information: 

Joint HELCOM countries being also EU member estates input to: the new EC proposal for Data Collection 

Framework, new multiannual programs for data collection and regional DCF groups.  

New DCF Regulation has been proposed in July 2015, in order to make DCF compliant with the reformed 

Common Fisheries Policy. It is proposed that the new DCF Regulation will define the frameworks for EU 

multiannual programme for data collection, which will be prepared after adoption of a Regulation. 

Multiannual programme for data collection will define only stable and basic variables, but other parameters 

will be more flexible and can be changed with time. The role of regional DCF groups will be strengthen and 

these groups will decide many of the details. This approach is in line with regionalisation under the reformed 

Common Fisheries Policy. Such an EU approach may provide room for HELCOM to provide and communicate 

needs for data collection with the view to be able to scientifically assess the impact of fisheries in the Baltic 

Sea. 

This action could facilitate in: 

 Contributing to enhance data collection on incidental catches of harbour porpoise, seals and water 
birds mainly in the Baltic Sea by-catch “hot spots”, for relevant fisheries (commercial/recreational 
fishing)  

 Identify the most relevant data collection needs on by-catch of protected fish species present in 

coastal waters 

Proposed timetable: To start in late 2016 depending on an EU progress on this issue 

Possible steps for implementation: 

1) Make an inventory of what kind of data is needed from DCF for the HELCOM purposes, and what kind of 

data will be needed for HELCOM Baltic Sea indicators and environment assessments.  

2) Ensure that data collected and used in scientific analyses is systematically used by HELCOM or relevant 

body;  

3) Preparation of a HELCOM letter to the EC indicating the preliminary needs of HELCOM in the framework 

of the reformed Data Collection Framework.  

Taking into account coordination importance in the implementation of the MSFD in the Baltic Sea region, it 

should be indicated, that within collection of the “ecosystem data to assess the impact of Union fisheries on 

the marine ecosystem in Union and external waters, including data on by-catch of non-target species, in 

particular species protected under international or Union law, data on impacts of fisheries on marine habitats 

and data on impacts of fisheries on food webs” (art. 5 point 2. (b of the current DCF ”bible”) HELCOM would 

like to be involved in future data collection process at a regional level;  

2. Providing HELCOM comments to the project of the Multiannual Community Programme to support the 

DCF, prepared after adoption of the new DCF regulation, regarding collection of the ecosystem data.  

3. Providing HELCOM expert knowledge on environmental issues within DCF though liaising with Regional 

Coordination Groups. This will provide an opportunity to use certain anonymized marine ecosystem data 

coming from DCF including data from recreational fisheries, in order to successfully implement 

environmental obligations for the Baltic Sea region including under MSFD for HELCOM countries being EU 
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member states. Within the regional coordinating groups HELCOM should also aim at ensuring cooperation 

with Russia regarding the exchange of environmental data. 

Responsible HELCOM subsidiary body: Fish group, led by Poland; The action will be taken further by the 

upcoming Fish group meeting. 

 

ACTION: Testing alternative fishing gears/fishing techniques to minimize 

incidental catch through joint project/projects  
(cf. 4.7.2., Annex 3, GEAR 13-2016 document 3-1 Rev 1) 

Background information: 

The project HELCOM BALTFIMPA aimed at development of a selective and more environmental friendly 

fishing gears comparing to currently used, has not been continued after failing to obtain LIFE + financing. At 

the same time, measures in order to minimize negative impact of fisheries on protected species are urgently 

needed. Therefore, this is a proposal for continuation of activities proposed under HELCOM BALTFIMPA 

project with special emphasis on minimization of incidental catch problem. Several of the topics are already 

agreed as a work plan of the HELCOM FISH group. 

Information on planning the projects and its outcomes could be provided to BALTFISH.  

Information provided by the project should be useful for decision makers to implement measures to reduce 

incidental catch and by-catch of threatened and endangered species, especially in MPAs. 

MAMBO1 project proposal should be taken into account.  

Relevant financial support for the project coordination should be ensured. National activities under the 

project for countries being also EU members, could be covered by EMFF 2014-2020. 

Proposed timetable: Start planning in 2016, start a project in2017-2018 

Possible steps for implementation: 

HELCOM, in cooperation with other relevant organizations, to serve as an information exchange and 

coordination platform, for mainly nationally funded activities regarding alternative gear development and 

testing to minimize incidental catch and by-catch particularly in HELCOM MPAs2
 and identified hot spots. 

 Define potential “hot spots” for incidental catch in the Baltic Sea, including spatial information 

regarding their location and estimated size 

 Make an inventory of available alternative fishing gears/techniques including traditional ones based 

on existing information, work in other fora and completed and ongoing projects and analyse their 

usefulness for addressing incidental catch, especially in “hot spots” areas. This should be done in 

cooperation with fishermen, scientists and nature conservation experts, 

 Consider a need for and added value of regional guidelines for fishing in MPAs based on the existing 

EU and national guidelines  

 If useful, prepare HELCOM guidance concerning friendly fishing techniques/gears to minimize 

incidental catch in HELCOM MPAs* (and possibly in “hot spot” areas) in the Baltic Sea 

 Prepare regional guidance for fishermen based on inter alia the HELCOM work on the issue. 

Responsible HELCOM subsidiary body: Fish group 

                                                           
1 MAMBO project – Management Actions and Conservation Measures for the Baltic Sea Odontocete. 
2 Former BSAPs 


